
Friday 8th May

Hello year 5,

Today marks the 75th Anniversary of VE Day. As it is a national bank holiday 
(and we normally wouldn’t be in school) we would like you to have a go at some 
different activities to mark this very special occasion. In this presentation 

there is some information about what VE Day was all about, as well as a range 
of activities for you to try at home.

Enjoy! 

Miss Savage and Mrs Montgomery
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Here are some images of people 
celebrating the first VE Day. 

VE Day - 75 Years
The year 2020 marks 75 years since the original VE 

Day!

But what was VE day?

Images: Public Domain

Image: https://www.veday75.org/
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What is VE Day?
VE Day

Victory    in     Europe    Day
Victory in Europe Day or VE Day took place 
on May 8th 1945. It was a public holiday and 

day of celebration to mark the defeat of 
Germany by the Allied forces in World War 

II.

VE Day marked the formal conclusion of the 
war with Germany and brought to an end six 
years of suffering, courage and endurance 

across the world.
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The Second World War

Cities, such as Coventry, London and 
Plymouth were badly bombed and many 

were killed. Buildings were destroyed and 
people were left homeless.

Food was rationed; 
before the war, 
Britain imported 
lots of its food 

from abroad. With 
German submarines 
manning the seas, 

importing food was 
too risky. 

Britain had been at war since September 1939. The war had caused great hardships 
for the entire country.. 

384,000 British 
soldiers were 

killed and many 
more 

were wounded.

It was usually 
impossible for 

soldiers to visit 
home due to the 

war.
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The End 
By the end of April 1945, the leader of Italy, Benito Mussolini and the leader of Germany, 
Adolf Hitler, were dead. Germany was in ruins. 

On May 7th 1945, in the presence of senior officers from Britain, America, Russia and 
France, Germany surrendered unconditionally. At last, there was peace in Europe.

As news of the surrender spread, the war-weary British began to rejoice straight away. 
People ran out on to the streets, hanging bunting and banners and dancing. Church bells pealed 
and everyone brought out food to share at street parties.

Tuesday May 8th was to be a national day of 
celebration; Victory in Europe Day.
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On Tuesday May 8th the national day of celebration began; Victory in Europe Day. Churchill made a 
speech in which he said: “My dear friends, this is your hour. This is not victory of a party or of any class. 
It's a victory of the great British nation as a whole.”

VE Day

After suffering so many bombing raids, London 
was the place to be on VE Day and anyone who 

could reach the city did so. The centre of London 
was full of people wearing red, white and blue, 

waving flags, dancing and singing. Fireworks filled 
the sky with flashes of light.
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“This is your victory!”
Shortly after Churchill's speech, King George VI, Queen Elizabeth and the two 
princesses came out onto the balcony at Buckingham Palace. It was to be the 
first of eight appearances by the King and Queen on VE Day. When the doors 
onto the balcony were opened again at 5.30pm, the Royal Family stepped out 

accompanied by the man of the hour, Churchill. Churchill later told the crowds: 
“This is your victory!”
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A Memorable Night
Later that evening, Princess Elizabeth and Princess Margaret 

slipped out of Buckingham Palace to experience the 
celebrations for themselves. They stood amongst the joyful 

crowds below the royal balcony.

HM Queen Elizabeth II recalled in 1985:
"... my sister and I realised we couldn't see what 

the crowds were enjoying ... so we asked my 
parents if we could go out and see for ourselves 
... After crossing Green Park we stood outside 

and shouted, 'We want the King', and were 
successful in seeing my parents on the balcony. I 
think it was one of the most memorable nights of 

my life.”
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Activity Ideas

On the next few slides there are a variety of VE 
Day activities for you to have a go at.

Have fun!
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10

Bunting
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Why not have a go at dancing the Lindy Hop, instructions on the next slide. 

http://learning.poppyscotland.org.uk/veday75/
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Watch the stars of ‘Strictly Come Dancing’ do the Lindy Hop.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xu6Y9cAQqIs

Try it for yourself!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xu6Y9cAQqIs


A taste of war time!

Try making a war time recipe, there are some ideas on the 
next slide. 
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Create a ‘Dove of Peace’ 
Instructions 

• Cut out the template of the dove (on slide 19) 
and draw on the wings, the eye and the beak 
with gold pen.

• Decorate your dove if you want to. You may want 
to write the word peace in other languages.

• Next, take a piece of paper and lie it flat in 
front of you. Fold over ta piece about ½ inch 
wide. Turn the paper over and fold again. Keep 
going until all the paper is folded. 

• Cut a slit on the dotted line in the centre of the 
dove and slide the folded paper half way 
through. Fold the top edges of the folded paper 
up to join one another and glue together. 

• Your dove can be hung if you punch a hole in the 
top and tie through a length of string. 

Peace in other languages:

Paix – French
平和 – Heiwa - Japanese 

Frieden – German
Paz – Spanish
Pokój – Polish

Salam - Arabic
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Have a go at singing some 1940’s songs.

Listen to them using the links below:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S8tjWRWy
ISw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WAaxkAgV
kHQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S8tjWRWyISw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WAaxkAgVkHQ
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